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Dear Families and Friends of Corvallis Waldorf School,  

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2017-2018 school year.  Our 

classrooms, woodshop, gardens, greenhouse, fields and forest are 

alive with the sights and sounds of children at work and at play.  We 

begin the year with an all-time high enrollment of 195 students, a 

new 3-day preschool, and two significant improvements to our    

campus.  Through the generosity of our community, including the   

inspiring gift of two CWS grandparents, the school has purchased a 

brand new SAGE (Smart Academic Green Environment) building and 

remodeled a bathroom in the Early Childhood wing of the main 

school building. 

Growth is a good sign for our school community.  This year, we have 

welcomed many families who are new to Corvallis.  Some of those 

families are from California, and others are from as far away as Penn-

sylvania and Virginia.  We meet our new and returning families with 

programs that engage our students intellectually, emotionally, and 

physically, realizing our mission to educate independent thinkers who 

meet life with courage, and respond with initiative and creativity, to 

the needs of the world and their fellow human beings. 

Thank you for reading our newsletter and staying up-to-date with our 

developments.  I hope that you will visit campus soon and experience 

firsthand the wonderful progress our school is making.  In the mean-

time, feel free to contact us.  We love to hear from our current and 

former families and our community partners. 

Sincerely,  

Peter Zaremba 

3855 NE Hwy 20, Corvallis, OR 97330 
office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org 

541-758-4674 

mailto:office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org


 

In true Corvallis Waldorf spirit, many hands that came together 
under the guidance of Ms. Marta, the new agricultural teacher, 
for a day of service in the garden.  By midday, early rains had end-
ed, beds were weeded and edged, old raspberries and blackber-
ries outside the fence were removed, new plants were placed, 
leaf mulch was laid on the pathways, and straw bedding was nes-
tled around fall crops.   Though agriculture is offered to the 3rd, 
4th, and 5th grade students, there were many early childhood 
families present for this work party as well.  Adults and children 
alike came together and created an inspiring space for our chil-
dren to learn within.  We are so fortunate to have such a wonder-
ful space to work within on our beautiful campus!  If you are in-
terested in helping our agriculture program grow, contact mar-
ta_capriles@corvalliswaldorfschool.org. 

Michaelmas: A Show of Courage 

The geese were flying overhead and fall was surely in the air as 
we all gathered in the field for our annual Michaelmas Pageant 
and Celebration.  The Grades students performed the tale of St. 
George taming the dragon, symbolic of our own overcoming of 
selfishness, greed, fear, hate, and anxiety through heart-
intelligence, courage, and strength.  Directly following the pag-
eant, families and friends will picnicked together and shared a 
special offering of Dragon Bread, made lovingly by the hands of 
all the early childhood teachers.   

The Michaelmas Pageant is a reminder that we can achieve our 
full our full human potential with courage and perseverance. 

Garden Work Party Success! 

Where are They Now? 

 

 

 

Asa Davis, CWS Graduate from the class 
2014, currently lives and is going to school 

in Tasmania, Australia, where his dad is 
working on a PhD in architecture. Asa has 
interests in Computer Science, Electronics, 

and Mathematics. He also has a great 
time riding the wonderful mountain bike 
trails around the state. In the future, Asa 

plans to move back to Corvallis to finish the 
2018/2019 school year at CHS, and find a 

university to pursue a degree in either com-
puter science, or engineering. 

Asa fondly remembers his time at Corvallis 
Waldorf School. Some of his favorite memo-

ries are taking trips to the pumpkin patch 
around Halloween. Picking out pumpkins, 
playing in the corn maze…Every year, the 

field trip was a highlight. 

We wish you the best of luck with all your 
adventures, Asa! Keep up the good work and 

stay safe out there on the trails. 

 



 

Boys Alive!  A Parent Enrichment Opportunity at CWS 

The CWS Parent Council welcomes Janet Allison, 
Founder of Boys Alive! 
 
Wednesday November 8th from 6-7:30 pm with Q&A 
through 8 pm .  Read on for a snapshot of her biog-
raphy and insights: 
 
Janet has been advocating for boys for over 20 years. 
As a veteran Waldorf teacher, educational consultant, 
public speaker, and Family Coach - she shares up-to-
date, scientific knowledge of boys’ neuropsychology 
and behavior, along with the communication skills 
and practical strategies that best support them. 
She informs and motivates parents and teachers to 
make the strategic changes that help boys grow into 
confident, capable, and caring men - men who be-
come caring and compassionate partners and fathers, 
and who contribute their gifts of intellect and capable 
hands to their communities. 
 
The first step, however, is awareness of the complex 
dynamics that boys face – even in a Waldorf school 
setting. From birth through middle school, women 
are the most prominent influence in their lives – yet 
very few women are born naturally understanding 
boys! This results in unrealistic expectations, misun-
derstandings, and frustrations. Dr. Michael Thomp-
son, author of Raising Cain, declared, “Girl behavior is 

the gold standard in school. Boys are treated like de-
fective girls.” 
 
When we ignore the differences between males and 
females, it hurts all of us. Often, unknowingly, we 
make boys wrong for the distinct ways in which they 
learn, behave, and engage with others. 
 
When we recognize the dynamic style of boys – the 
way they communicate, play, learn, and view the 
world, we can start seeing boys the way they really 
are, instead of the way we want them to be. 
Janet brings an urgent call-to-action for us to under-
stand and advocate for boys, balanced with her 
warm, dynamic style that educates and inspires. A 
focus on boys only serves to uplift the girls in our 
care, too.  As such, this event will serve to inspire all 
parents, whether their children are boys or girls.  
 
We hope you join Janet as she share facts, stories, 
and practical strategies – engaging in a lively discus-
sion about boys and how we can better support our 
greater Corvallis Waldorf School community. Child-
care will be provided for those 3 and older with prior 
sign up (further information to follow).  Donations are 
appreciated and gracefully accepted to help bring fu-
ture parent enrichment events to the school, but are 
not required. We hope to see you all there! 

CWS has a New SAGE Building 

This summer saw a flurry of activity 

on campus as a new SAGE building 

was installed one week before the 

beginning of the school year.  The 

new building provides spaces with 

excellent acoustics, air quality, and 

natural lighting, perfect for our pro-

grammatic needs.  This year, music 

and Eurythmy (movement) classes 

are being held in the building.  Be 

sure to take a peek inside this award-

winning building when you are on 

campus. 



By Beth Hoinacki, Co-owner of Goodfoot Farm 
 
Yesterday the Waldorf School 3rd grade came out to the farm for 
a tour, flower seed collecting, and cabbage sampling.  Waldorf 
education and Biodynamic agriculture both have their roots in the 
ideas and teaching of Rudolf Steiner and share a respect for the 
nature and spirit of what we are raising – whether they be chil-
dren or crops.  It was highly gratifying to discuss with these kids 
how our decision making on the farm is driven by an appreciation 
of what the land has to offer as a natural system; how the animals 
are able to contribute in their expression of their natural behav-
iors; and by who we are as individuals.  It’s encouraging to imag-
ine these kids as tomorrows leaders – raised in an environment 
that has helped them develop their potential as individuals and 
community members and a deep appreciation and commitment 
for the natural world. 
  
You often hear, here in the PNW, that we enjoy only 2 seasons – 
summer and winter.  But I’ve got to say I’m appreciating a little 
fall sprinkled in this week.  We’re getting some clear cold nights 
(our first frost may manifest this week) and beautiful blue 
skies.  Crops are slowing down and we’re looking to our fall and 
winter stores.  This week is likely the last of the beans, cucumbers, 
and tomatoes.  New is salad mix and bok choy and lettuce is 

back.  Potato varieties are switching up.  Next week should see 
the first of the winter squash at market.  Change is in the 
air… 

The CWS Parent Council, chaired by Angela Koning, hosted a community potluck dinner on campus to start 
the school year off right.  The Parent Council strives to support and celebrate the Corvallis Waldorf School 
community by:       
•  Providing educational opportunities for parents that deepen their understanding and appreciation 

 of Waldorf education 
•  Hosting social opportunities for parents that nourish the community and strengthen the bonds that 

 we share 
•  Planning and hosting for events throughout the school year made possible by our talented and en-

 gaged parent body 
•  Fundraising to support the work of the Parent Council  
In the photo above, Angela is introducing the Parent Council Representatives, one from each class, to the 
community.  Community members interested in supporting the work of the Parent Council can e-mail Ange-
la at parent_council@corvalliswaldorfschool.org. 

 

Going Out to the Farm 

Parent Council Hosts Back-to-School Potluck 

mailto:parent_council@corvalliswaldorfschool.org


 

 

Back-to-School Highlights! 



 
Michaelmas Moments 


