
 

 

 
 

 

November 2019 

CWS NEWSLETTER 

In This Issue 

 

3855 NE Hwy 20, Corvallis, OR 97330 
office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org 

541-758-4674 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

 
December 7th 

Winter Light Faire 10 am -4 pm 
 

December 15th 
Strings Winter Concert 3pm 

 
December 19th 

Winter Assembly 11:15am 
 

December 20th-January 3rd 
Winter Break 

 
January 20th 

No School  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 
January 22nd 

All School Meeting 5:30pm 
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“The future belongs to 

those who believe in the 

beauty of their dreams.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

Please Support our Campaign 

Winter Concert 

A Message from the Director 

A Glimpse into Agriculture 

The 2019  
Annual Giving Campaign is underway, and we need your 

support!  In the 100th year of Waldorf education worldwide, 
we aim to raise $100,000 with 100% participation by our 

current families by December 19, 2019. This year, a 
"Gratitude Garden" is hanging on the door of each class-
room. When any member of your family donates to the 

campaign, a felted flower representing your gift is added to 
the garden. With one space in the garden for each student in 
the class, we need your contribution to grow our Gratitude 

Gardens to their full potential! 
As an additional incentive to give, we have a matching gift 
offer totaling $50,000. Two dedicated CWS families will 

match your family’s contribution up to $1000 per  
family!  When you give to the annual campaign, your ges-

ture of support nourishes our entire community.  
Click below to donate online.  

Thank you!    

mailto:office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org
http://www.corvalliswaldorfschool.org/GIVING


 

 

A Message from the Director 
 
 
 

Dear CWS Families and Friends,  

One hundred years ago, in 1919, the first 
Waldorf school opened in Stuttgart, Ger-
many.  The students were the children of 
the employees at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Cigarette Factory, hence the name 
"Waldorf School," or "the school at the 
Waldorf factory."  Rudolf Steiner collabo-
rated with factory owner and financier 
Emil Molt to create a school with an ap-
proach to education that was healing to 
both the individual community members 
and society as a whole.  The First World 
War had decimated Germany, and Stei-
ner's desire to unite humanity with new 
ways of working together was one of the 
guiding impulses behind the creation of 
the educational philosophy.   

On the societal level, Steiner was con-
cerned that the economic, political, and 
cultural spheres be both independent and 
held in mutual balance with one anoth-
er.  It is socially destructive, Steiner ar-
gued, if any one of these three spheres 
attempts to dominate the others.  On an 
individual level, reflecting the balance he 
sought to achieve at the societal level, a 
human should seek balance in their think-
ing, feeling, and willing capacities, a ho-
listic approach to education that is the 
hallmark of Steiner's educational philoso-
phy. 

Our mission is to educate independent 
thinkers who meet life with courage and 
respond with initiative and creativity to 
the needs of the world and their fellow 
human beings.  Our students develop their 
capacities for clear, conscious, and crea-
tive thinking, a strong sense of self and 
connection to others, and the strength and 
perseverance they will need to meet all of 
life's challenges with confidence in them-
selves and their relationships.  At CWS, 
we truly appreciate your gifts in support 
of our mission.  One hundred years after 
the first Waldorf school was founded, the 
need for a healing education and societal 
renewal is as urgent as ever before. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Zaremba, School Director 

Thank You to the crew of G. Christianson Construction!  
 

Our Kindergarteners are so pleased with the craftsmanship 

of the new sandbox structure on the Sunflower Playground. 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

A  Glimpse into our Agriculture Program, by Marta Capriles, Ag. Teacher 

First Grade 
The 1st grade experiences the 
seasons and weather, the plants 
and animals, and the gnomes 
and fairies of our rich school 
campus through song and story, 
work and play. We cycle through 
a weekly rhythm of Story Mon-
day, Walking Tuesday, Working 
Wednesday, and Forest Friday. 
Our current exploration of the 
hidden world under the ground 
has led us to peek under mulch 
blankets, make comfrey "tea" and grind eggshells 
for gnomes to make root broth, and build 
gnome and fairy houses in the forest. 

This year our Agriculture Program has expanded to serve all of the grades in a developmental continuum of 

Nature Studies, Gardening, and Woodworking. In the classroom that is our school's forest, garden, field, and 

seasonal pond, our 1st and 2nd graders have Nature Studies where they explore the flora, fauna, and elemen-

tals of this land . Our school garden and greenhouse are tended by the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades, as well as our 

Elderberry Circle and large Raingarden, with each grade taking responsibility for elements of the land that 

align with what is alive in their grades curriculum that year. In middle school, students combine their 

knowledge of plants and craft through the practical art of woodworking with hand tools with a focus on green-

wood carving. We hope you enjoy the following glimpses of our Autumn work as we move from the warm 

days of Summer to the frosty days of Winter. 

Second Grade 
The 2nd grade takes a year-
long journey through the parts 
of a plant, starting with the 
seed, then the roots, followed 
by the stems and trunks, 

leaves, flowers, and fi-
nally the fruit. As we 
study each plant part 
we explore it in the gar-
den and forest through 
our five senses, experi-
ence it through obser-
vational drawing and 
crafts, and learn about 
the animals who con-
nect to those plant 
parts. As we studied 
seeds, we ground our 
CWS corn into meal for 
cornbread for the whole 

school; as we explore roots, we studied the 
two types of roots, had a tasting menu of 
taproots, and whittled our own root diggers. 

Third Grade 
The 3rd grade learns to grow 
food from seed to harvest, cooks 
and bakes with our vegetables 
and grains, studies the nature of 
soil and soil life, and practices 
the art of composting. We have 
been baking the many types of 
winter squash we harvested ear-
lier in the fall, threshing and 
winnowing our CWS grain, seed-
ing our Winter cover crops, and 
sifting last year's compost to add 
to our beds. 

 



 

 

Fourth Grade 
 

The 4th grade studies native 
plants and plant medicine and 
stewards wildlife and native 
pollinators through habitat 
work. Our recent work has 
been planting elder trees, har-
vesting the cocoons of the 
second generation of CWS 
Mason Bees to release in the 
Spring and inoculating oak 
logs with spores of Shitake 
and Turkey Tail mushrooms.  

A  Glimpse into our  Agriculture Program (continued) 

Fifth Grade 
The 5th grade takes a close look at botany in the garden 
through a story-based study of eight plant families, makes 
herbal medicine with ingredients harvested at CWS, and does 

the more delicate and demanding work of 
the garden, such as tool maintenance, prun-
ing, and caring for our seed stock in the Win-
ter and plant starts in the Spring. The class 
just learned to properly prune grape vines to 
assure a large harvest next year. 

Seventh Grade 
 

The 7th grade also begins the 
year by making a set of chop-
sticks, revisiting the experi-
ence and skills already devel-
oped previously. We move on 
the complex task of spoon 
carving which asks the stu-
dents to use multiple knife 
grips, work adeptly with grain, 
explore both 
concave and 
convex 

shapes, and use a hook knife. Af-
ter making the initial cooking 
spoon from a spoon blank, stu-
dents will learn to create their 
own spoon blanks from raw logs 
using a wedge and sledgeham-
mer, axe, and finally a froe and 
mallet to make varied styles and 
sizes of spoons of their own de-
signs. 
 

Sixth Grade 
The 6th grade begins woodwork-
ing by learning to respect and 
work with the tools and the 
wood itself. We learn to hold, 
sharpen, and safely use a Swe-
dish carving knife. Our first pro-
ject of carving a set of chop-
sticks from a stick of raw or 
"green" wood split from a log 
calls us to employ two knife 
grips and to experience working 
with rather than against the 
grain, as well as how to properly 
finish a hand-carved piece. From 
there, we are honing and ex-
panding our skills by carving 
spreaders; next we will carve 
wooden eggs to explore the rela-
tionship be-
tween convex 
shapes and 
wood grain. 

 
 
 


