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For the fifth consecutive year, the Corvallis Waldorf School has ex-

ceeded the school’s goals for total donations received.  For three years 

in a row, that total has been over $110,000! This year’s total, includ-

ing a generous matching incentive offered by two dedicated CWS 

families, was $112,277.  Your contributions benefit the current and 

future students of Corvallis Waldorf School by improving our em-

ployee salaries and benefits, campus facilities, programs, support ser-

vices, and overall financial health. Thank you, thank you, thank you 

for your participation and generosity!!! 

 

Dear CWS Families and Friends,   

Thank you for reading our newsletter, and for your continued sup-

port of our school and mission.  In this 25th Anniversary year news-

letter, you will find the results of our Annual Giving Campaign, 

highlights from the All School meeting, students featured for their 

musical achievements, and a look back on 25 years of service by our 

own Kristi Hager.  Recently, “Ms. Kristi” presented me with a 

framed copy of one of my favorite quotes by Rudolf Steiner: “Our 

highest endeavor must be to develop free human beings who, of 

themselves, are able to give purpose and direction to their lives.”  I 

believe it is the high ideals of Waldorf education, supported by facul-

ty and staff, friends and relatives across the country, and our com-

mitted parent body, that makes our school so successful. 

Thank you all for your strong support, and enjoy the newsletter! 

Sincerely, Peter Zaremba, CWS School Director 

mailto:office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org


 

 

 
 
 

The annual All School Meeting was held on Wednesday, January 23rd, drawing together members of the com-

munity for a delicious meal and an update on the school’s progress over the past year. Highlights of the even-

ing were prepared speeches by Karen Bailey, our new Pedagogical Director, Hans Hlawaty, Chair of the Board 

of Trustees, Angela Koning, Chair of the Parent Council, and Peter Zaremba, School Director.  This past year 

has seen continued growth and improvements to our school, including: 

•         New roofing on the main building 

•         New flooring in two Early Childhood classrooms 

•         Enrollment increase from 197 to 212 students 

•         Continued fundraising success, a record-setting $125,200 in 2018-2019 

•         Enhanced safety and security features including new fencing and an intercom system 

•         Expanded Agriculture and Strings programs serving more students 

•         Expanded staffing including a full-time Pedagogical Director position 

Now in our 25th Anniversary year, the future of Corvallis Waldorf School is bright.  Please consider how you 

can continue to support our mission to educate independent thinkers who meet life with courage and respond 

with initiative and creativity to the needs of the world and their fellow human beings.  

All School Meeting Celebrates Change and Growth  

 

   Congratulations!! 
 

Congratulations to three CWS students for their 

acceptance into the Willamette Valley Junior 

Honors Symphony!  After auditioning in early 

February, Gowthami Sonti (violin), Ilia King 

(violin), and Michiko Araki (cello) were all invited 

to join this full symphonic ensemble run by the 

Corvallis Youth Symphony.  JHS attracts musicians 

in Grades 6-10 from all over the Willamette Val-

ley.  Our CWS strings players have the skills and 

commitment it takes to face this opportunity with 

confidence.  The new JHS conductor, Jonathan 

DeBruyn, said this about music: "Being in an or-

chestra is about more than having fun or receiving 

applause; it is about becoming part of something 

larger than yourself."   The Junior Honors Sym-

phony will perform a concert on Sunday, April 

28th, 2pm at the LaSells Stewart Center at 

OSU.  Come to the concert to support our stu-

dents and enjoy the fruits of their hard work! 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 Kristi Hager is a founding member of the Corvallis Waldorf 

School, and has been involved in one way or another for all of 

these years.  It seems fitting, in this, our 25th anniversary year, to 

reflect back on a wee bit of the service that she has offered our 

community.  It is inspiring to witness the many ways to be of ser-

vice to our children and this school community, utilizing one’s 

own unique offerings and interests.  

Her volunteer accomplishments include:  serving on the Board of 

Trustees for more than 12 years; helping to create, curate and maintain the wonderful collection of costumes 

and sets; teaching art in the classroom; creating the magical cookie cave at the Winter Light Faire; and teach-

ing Handwork before there was a paid staff position.  

Kristi believes that people should volunteer “because they can!”  She thinks of volunteer hours more like 

“participation” hours; the hours that one can choose to participate and enjoy the 

life of the school, and to be involved in the lives of our children. She is a beautiful 

example of dedication, trust, creativity, action-in-motion, and most of all, love. 

She sees what can be accomplished with a dedicated group of individuals, work-

ing toward a common vision.   

Her love of children motivates this altruism.  She has 

two grown children, both of whom were students at 

CWS, and the main reason why she is a founding member 

of the school.  Both children, Alana and Troy, work in 

service professions, which makes Kristi very proud.  She 

sees their contribution to the world; to something bigger 

than themselves, and sees Waldorf education as a corner-

stone of this contribution.  

At the heart of life, Kristi believes that service is the 

key. She holds this key, and offers it generously to others.  

She welcomes all of us to share our unique gifts and tal-

ents with the school, the community, and to the greater 

world.  Thank you, Kristi Hager, for all that you have 

shared, taught, and all that you continue to offer. Thank 

you for 25 years of service! 

  

 

Parent Enrichment Class  

On Saturday, Feb. 2 the Parent Council in-
vited parents to join our wonderful Ms. 
Kristie on a watercolor journey.  She lead 
us through two paintings using the wet-on
-wet technique, common in the Waldorf 
curriculum.  The first painting was a color 
wheel, then we used those same colors to 
create a landscape.  It was an enjoyable 
time for all and the fruits of our labor are 
now found in the halls.  We hope to offer 
this expedition again if you didn't get a 
chance to join us. Thanks Ms. Kristi! 

25 Years of Service: Honoring Ms. Kristi 


