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Sixth graders charcoal drawing of 

King Charlemagne   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
June 2016 Newsletter 

Update from the School Director 
  

Thank you, one and all, for your contributions to the 

success of the 2015-2016 school year.  Our mission 

is to educate independent thinkers who meet life 

with courage and respond with initiative and 

creativity to the needs of the world and their fellow 

human beings.  This year, there were more students  

enrolled in our classes than ever before, benefiting 

from the thoughtful curriculum, the love and care of 

the faculty, and the community that we create 

together. 

 As our school community continues to grow 

in size and strength, our programs continue to 

improve.  We will be adding an agriculture program 

to our offerings next year. Agriculture is one of the 

oldest human endeavors, and it can be tied to the 

Waldorf curriculum at every grade level. Our 

campus is ideal for gardening, animal husbandry, 

water catchment, soil improvement projects, and so 

much more.  A thriving agriculture program will 

deepen our connection to the greater Corvallis 

community, offer avenues for further development  

of our campus and programs, and provide our 

students with an educational experience that 

deepens their connection to the earth and to one 

another.   

 We are also scheduling a four-week block of 

Eurythmy in the Fall of 2016. Our visiting 

Eurythmist, Brette Lavery, will be traveling from 

Northern California to offer our students an 

experience that involves conscious movement, 

teamwork, and self-expression.  Mr. Edward Boyd,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Eurythmist who has been with us for the past 

two years, will be with us again for 10 weeks at the 

beginning of 2017.  He recommended Ms. Lavery 

based on his experience with her work and 

knowledge of our school community. 

 Finally, Ms. Brenda Rapp and Ms. Mary 

Dunn will be returning next year as our Tutor and 

Pedagogical Coordinator respectively.  Ms. Rapp 

will be working with referred students in grades 4-8 

to provide additional support in areas such as 

mathematics, reading, and writing.  Mary Dunn will 

be working with the full faculty, and individual 

teachers, parents, and students, to ensure that we are 

offering the highest quality curricular and classroom 

experiences possible. 

 Thank you all for your support throughout 

the past school year.  CWS continues to expand and 

develop in new and exciting ways.  The upcoming 

school year promises to be filled with all of the 

good things you have come to expect from CWS... 

and more! 

 

Sincerely,   

Peter Zaremba 

3855 NE Hwy 20, Corvallis, OR 97330 
office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org 

541-758-4674 

 

“Education is not the filling of a pail, 

but the lighting of a fire.” 

~ William Butler Yeats 

mailto:office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org
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Mark Your Calendars… 

Tuesday, 9/6, 4-6pm 

New Parent Orientation @ CWS  

 

Thursday, 9/8  

First Day of School 

 

Friday, 9/9, 8:30-10:30 am 

Early Childhood Family Day @ CWS 

 

Monday, 9/12 

Early Childhood First Day of School 

 

Friday, 9/16, 5:30-7:30 pm 

Back-to-School Night @ CWS 
 

 

CWS Family visits Waldorf School 
in Guatemala 
 

The members of the McCreary family 

(Rowan, 6th grade) would like to thank 

everyone who was able to donate items at the 

2015 CWS Winter Light Faire to the Waldorf 

School in San Juan Guatemala.   There were no 

students in session when we visited the school 

on December 30, but we were able to meet 

several staff and have a tour of the school.   The 

staff were ecstatic and grateful for the items we 

were able to bring them.   Escuela Caracol’s 

mission is to provide an education based on 

Waldorf principles and methods that honors the 

Mayan traditions and skills.  Escuela Caracol 

serves children from early childhood through 

sixth grade.  Most students are from the 

indigenous Mayan community and attend the 

school on scholarship.  The children are invited 

to look at the natural resources around them for 

what they need, learn traditional skills that can 

be utilized throughout their life, and consider 

their place in their community and their 

country.   

Bicycle Safety Course at CWS! 
The fifth grade class spent the better part of 

a week in May participating in a bicycle 

safety course at CWS. As a class, the 

students developed the basic skills and 

knowledge to safely ride a bicycle alongside 

traffic on the road.  After a few mornings 

working on proper hand signals and riding 

techniques, the whole class took a practice 

ride through a local residential 

neighborhood.  Then they broke up into 

groups and ventured out on the town. Now 

that our fifth grade class is full of 

responsible bike riding citizens, you may 

just see one of them riding in the bike lane.  

Remember: Safety first! Always wear a 

helmet, and share the road.   
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

  

Fifth Graders preparing for a ride through 

the neighborhood. 

Third Grade working hard on their building project. 
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Where are they now? 

 
Alex Burton, Class of 2014 
 

I graduated from CWS in 2014, and am 

now enrolled at Crescent Valley High 

School. I have carried on with me my 

love of music and am playing my bass in 

the Corvallis Youth Symphony, which 

without the influence of CWS would 

doubtlessly never have happened. I have 

been doing martial arts for the past 11 

years and will hopefully for the rest of 

my days. I am part of the OSU AIAA 

rocket club, which I joined because of my 

8th grade project at CWS. Along with 

that, I am planning to get a degree in 

mechanical engineering. Through these 

past couple of years I have looked back 

on the wonderful time I had at CWS, 

wishing that my school now could be the 

same. I never realized how much I would 

miss the kind, nurturing, loving, and all-

around awesome atmosphere of CWS. I 

am truly grateful for the love of learning 

that CWS has instilled in me. One of the 

people I miss most is Mr. Parker.    

 

Thanks for the update Alex.  Best of luck 

to you! 

The Eighth Grade class, loaded and ready to go!    

The Ant Farm
Recently the eighth grade class made the trek 

over to The Ant Farm in Sandy, OR. The Ant 

Farm is a non-profit organization providing a 

variety of programs to support the spiritual, 

emotional, mental, and physical development 

and well-being of the youth and families. 

Through teamwork and meaningful activities, 

students enjoy working towards developing a 

healthy outlook on life, full of hope.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First grade field trip: Woodpecker Loop, Finley 

Wildlife Refuge  

 

First Grade heads to Finley… 
Recently the first grade class took their first 

field trip of the year to Finley Wildlife Refuge. 

In this picture, the children are quietly waiting, 

hoping for a water snake to reappear and 

listening to the sounds of the woods. 
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Over the river and through  
the woods… 
What could be more fulfilling then spending a 

few quiet days nestled deep in the woods, star 

gazing, sunshine, and a quenching river? 

Shakespeare! The seventh grade recently back-

packed their way through the Kalmiopsis 

Wilderness, where they enjoyed much of what 

nature has to offer. For many of these students, 

this was their first backpacking experience, 

creating excitement and joy for a lifetime of 

exploring. The adventure doesn’t end there, 

before returning back to school, Miss Freeman 

and her class headed back to society to enjoy a 

little Shakespeare, in Ashland, OR.  

Just a few months ago, in February, the seventh 

grade presented “The Twelfth Night”, for all of 

CWS to enjoy. So, to conclude their journey, 

the class had the opportunity to attend a 

professional production of the same play!  

By the end of the trip, exhausted and inspired, 

all the students returned back to class looking a 

little more golden, with twinkles in their eyes.  

   

       

       

       

  

Seventh Grade enjoying a picture perfect moment 

in the wilderness. 

Third Grade on the farm… 
Mr. Highfield, and his Third Grade Class 

recently mucked their way out to Geercrest 

Farm. This homestead is located east of Salem 

where settlers in the late 1800’s planted their 

apple seeds, built a shanty, and claimed the land 

to be the perfect place to call home.  

Their seeds grew into trees, the shanty was 

developed into a beautiful home (which still 

stands today), Arabian horses where brought in, 

and the fields were worked. Over time, the land 

was divided up and sold, except for the last 

twenty acres, where the homestead is still 

thriving.  

 

For some of the third grade class this was their 

first time experiencing life on a farm. By 

participating in daily chores of harvesting, 

hauling wood, cleaning barns, feeding animals, 

preparing meals, and enjoying the serene views 

off the wrap-around porch, the class was able to 

breath into the glimpse of history and farm-

steading. 

  

Third Grade taking a picture break from 

harvesting reed grass, used for basket weaving. 
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L to R: Dylan Burmood, Maggie Judy, Che Anderson, Kayley Phinney, Jack Henry, and Forrest Irvine 


