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Thanks to the generosity of our supporters around the country, we raised a record-setting 
$109,577 for the school.  With your support, we are able to strengthen programs, improve 
employee salaries and benefits, enhance our facilities, expand professional development 
opportunities for our staff, and ensure the affordability of our unique model of education.   
 

Our task is to fashion a more humane and harmonious world for future generations through the 
education of our future leaders.  We are so grateful for your ongoing support! 
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3855 NE Hwy 20, Corvallis, OR 97330 
office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org 

541-758-4674 

“Children must be taught how to 
think, not what to think.” 

-Margaret Mead 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

January 25th  

All School Meeting 
5:30-7:30pm   
 
February 20th  
No school 
Presidents Day 
 
February 21st-24th  
No school 
Professional Development 
 
March 4th 
Open House 
10 am – 12 pm 

 
 
 

Sixth Grade Geometric Drawing 

Annual Campaign Reaches New 
Heights!  Thank you donors! 

Sincerely,   Peter Zaremba 

 
 

that we offer in order to prioritize future 

expansion and improve the student 

experience at CWS.  Our spirits are burning 

brightly, and we truly appreciate the love 

and support that we receive from our 

friends and newsletter readers near and 

far.  Thank you for being a part of our 

school community.   

     

 

Dear CWS Families and Friends,  
 

We've had a true winter here in Corvallis, cancelling school days, 

postponing meetings, and coating our campus in a cloak of 

white.  Through it all, we've found a way to stay active and warm.  Mr. 

Love, our Facilities Director, rekindled his love of snow plowing, and 

our students never missed a day of outdoor adventure.  The fourth 

graders have been warming themselves around the forge, working 

metal on the anvil, and our fifth graders planted peas in the 

greenhouse.  Our past and present families, faculty, and staff infused 

the school with holiday spirit, making the recent Annual Giving 

Campaign the most successful in school history (details below).  The 

Parent Council hosted another fabulous Winter Light Faire  

(pg. 2) and the College of Teachers continued to review the programs 
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A reverent hush slowly spreads 

over the circle of candlelit 

families. The students singing 

in rounds, begin “Down with 

Darkness” to welcome in 

Corvallis Waldorf School’s 

annual celebration of 

Martinmas, held this year on 

November 18th.  Martinmas is 

celebrated during the darkest 

time of the year to remind us to 

look within to our own inner 

light as we spread love and joy 

into the world. 

 

The students in grades 1-3 

joined together at Starker Arts 

Park in the evening darkness 

and brisk autumn air.  They 

walked solemnly around the 

lake, their path illuminated by 

only the stars and their 

handmade lanterns. Some 

walked silently while others 

continued singing. Upon 

returning to the pavilion, all 

were warmed with hot apple 

cider and celebrated general 

good cheer. 

LANTERN WALK 

 

 

 

 
Winter Light Faire Photo Highlights 
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The ultimate class is one in which the children feel 

they’ve discovered something… perhaps even the 

first ones to have discovered an idea. “Ms. 

Alexander, look at this! You won’t believe this! I 

have to show you this.”  When the children are 

learning in such a way, it feels less like something 

that is being taught, and more like a journey of 

discovery that the class and the teacher are 

embarking upon together. 

  

In every subject in Waldorf Education we strive to 

call forth the capacity within the children to develop 

their thinking, awaken their feelings, and to provide 

opportunities for them to do something meaningful 

and engaging.  In the lower grades, math main 

lesson blocks incorporate this three-fold teaching 

method in the following ways:  Thinking through 

recollection, calculation, and mental math.  Feeling 

through movement activities, artwork, imaginative 

stories and images.  Willing (doing) - through times 

table activities, hands on activities, working with 

manipulatives, and writing. 
 

Stories, one focus of the unique Waldorf 

curriculum, have the capacity to transport us and to 

awaken our feeling life.  When new concepts come 

from a story that resonates so deeply with children 

that they can feel it, they develop a relationship with 

the material in a way that becomes their own. 

Imaginative pictures and stories help to inspire love 

and wonder which in turn generates enthusiasm for 

learning.  

 

 

Stories also provide a 

portal through which 

the child can form 

inner pictures. 

Albert Einstein 

said, “If I can’t 

picture it, I 

can’t 

understand it.” 

Stories invite 

us to picture 

something in a 

way that simply 

introducing a concept 

doesn’t. Too often math  

 

 

becomes abstract.  It feels like a series of 

procedures without a purpose. If we can’t form an 

inner picture, math becomes arduous and 

frustrating. On the other hand, if we can form inner 

pictures, math is amazing and exciting. 

 

In the second grade, the first math main lesson 

block came from the story of Paulus and the 

Acornmen. It is a tale about Paulus, a wood dwarf, 

who is shrunk by the wood witch, Eucalipta, and 

made king of the tribe of acornmen. Often in the 

story, a gust of wind carries away a number of 

acornmen. This gave us ample opportunity to 

practice subtraction.  The concept of multiplication 

came from Eucalipta’s magic wand. When she taps 

a pile of acorns three times, the original number of 

acorns is multiplied by three. The concept of 

division came from the deserted burrows where the 

acornmen must hide.  For example: 10 acornmen 

divide themselves equally among 2 deserted 

burrows (10/2).  The children enjoyed becoming 

acornmen and seeing how quickly they could safely 

hide themselves away in burrows.   

  

Our second math block focused on place value. 

Instead of beginning with the concept of columns 

and values, we started by counting rocks… lots of 

rocks!  The children spent an entire class counting 

the rocks one by one. This presented quite a 

challenge as the children had hundreds of rocks and 

often lost their places, and then had to begin again 

and again. Eventually, some children began 

grouping them by hundreds and others by tens to 

make counting large sums easier. The following 

day, we grouped and bagged the rocks by 10’s, 

placed 10 bags in a basket and 10 baskets in a 

wagon.  In the end we had 3 wagons, 7 baskets, 1 

bag and 2 rocks remaining for a grand total of 3,712 

rocks.   

 

To make working with these concepts more 

practical and manageable, our “wagons” gave way 

to wooden manipulative cubes of 1,000 blocks, our 

“baskets” to boards of 100 blocks, our sacks to rods 

of 10 blocks and our rocks to small wooden 

blocks.  This eventually led us to work with this 

concept mentally and on paper.  

Mathematics and Imagination 
By Anais Alexander, Second grade teacher 

 


