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December 2015 Newsletter 

Update from the School Director 
 

Surprise!  Local flooding lead to an 

unexpected school closure on 12/18, the last 

school day of 2015.  The families who I spoke 

with today expressed how disappointed their 

children were when they heard that they 

weren’t headed to school, a testament to the 

love of learning and sense of community that 

our students share.  As result of the school 

closure, our Winter Assembly and the 

official close of our Annual Giving 

Campaign have been postponed until 

Thursday, 1/7, at 11:15 am.   

 

In this edition of the newsletter, we’ve 

included a series of photos from our recent 

Winter Light Faire, insights into the 

Handwork program at CWS, and another 

inspiring alumni update.  We are fortunate 

to be a part of such a generous community, 

dedicated to improving the educational 

experience of our children. I look forward to 

seeing you on campus soon! 

  

Sincerely, Peter Zaremba 

 

Dipping beeswax candles at the Winter Light Faire 

-Morgan A. 

 

“For the Waldorf student, science, 

math, and language arts are not 

simply subjects to be studied, 

ingested, and tested. They are 

experienced.” 

 

– https://waldorfeducation.org/ 

 

3855 NE Hwy 20, Corvallis, OR 97330 
office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org 

541-758-4674 

Have you seen this video? 
 

In 2011, the New York Times sparked 

national media coverage with its front 

page story on why Silicon Valley parents 

are turning to Waldorf education. This 

film picks up where that story left off. 

"Preparing for Life" takes viewers inside 

the Waldorf School of the Peninsula 

where the focus is on developing the 

capacities for creativity, resilience, 

innovative thinking, and social and 

emotional intelligence over rote learning.  

Click here to watch “Preparing for Life.” 

https://waldorfeducation.org/
mailto:office@corvalliswaldorfschool.org
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-ZSeepDmPE
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Open House and Alumni Panel 
February 27th @ CWS, 10 am – 12 pm 

Please plan on attending the 2016 Open 

House event.  See how the Waldorf 

curriculum supports the healthy 

development of children throughout their 

first 14 years, then ask questions of our 

alumni panel about their experiences at 

CWS and beyond. 

Touring CWS 
If you would like to schedule a tour of our 

beautiful school, please call the school and 

ask for Maggie or reply to the e-mail you 

received.   

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
1/7 – Winter Assembly @ CWS, 11:15 am 

1/27 – All School Meeting @ CWS, 5:30-7:30pm 

Our Goal is Within Reach! 
Given the school closure, we have extended 

the Annual Giving Campaign until 1/7/16.  

Please participate in the campaign by giving 

what you are able.  Our goal is to raise 

$65,000 for our school, but it is the gesture of 

giving what you can that makes our 

community so strong and, ultimately, what 

matters most. We appreciate your support as 

we strive to provide an outstanding, 21st 

century education for our students and 

families.  Click here to donate online.  Thank 

you!  

 

Big News For Two CWS Students! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eli Bernell (7th grade) celebrated his Bar 

Mitzvah on Saturday, December 12th.  Mazel 

Tov, Eli!  We are very proud of your 

accomplishments and we look forward to 

sharing in your bright future!  

 

 

 

 

 

Distance runner Sunitha Black (7th grade) 

was recently named an All-American after 

placing 16th in the girls 13-14 year-old race 

at the National Junior Olymics in 

Albequerque, NM.  Way to go Sunitha!  

Pictured with Sunitha are her parents, Kurt 

Black and Susan McDonald. 

 

 

http://www.corvalliswaldorfschool.org/giving/
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Where are they now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aja Swafford-Millison 
Class of 2011 
Pictured here in Kenya with two members of 

the local Samburu Tribe. 

 

     Aja was a member of Mr. Andy Luck’s class 

when she graduated in 2011.  She is an artist 

at heart, and she feels that Waldorf education 

understood her, and met her needs, in a way 

that no other education is currently prepared 

to do.   

 Aja has been in Africa since mid-

August. She spent 3 months as an au pair for 

family friends in Nairobi, Kenya. Then she 

spent 6 weeks in a coastal town on the equator 

called Kilifi, where she completed a 

Permaculture Design Course and received her 

PDC certification. Now she is in Cape Town, 

South Africa, assisting physical education 

classes at a school in one of the many 

impoverished communities there.  She is 

learning so much on her travels and in life.  

Congratulations Aja! 

Submit an alumnus profile 
Where are those talented CWS alumni now?!  Please 

respond to the e-mail you received with an update and 

a photo.  Don’t forget to ask the alum for permission! 

Why Teach Handwork? 
Here are just a few reasons: 

 

Pedagogical - Remedial 

 Uses both sides of the brain 

 Develops hand-eye coordination and motor 

skills 

Reinforces the sequence of “focus, plan, 

and produce.” 

early indication of potential 

academic issues 

s a healing repetitive activity 

 

Artistic 

n opportunity for artistic work 

Teaches children to be creators 

appreciation for form and color 

 

 

Social - Practical 

nse of 

continuity with the past 

- 

students helping each other and giving 

sharing accomplishments 

 

 a skill they can use 

throughout life 

 

 

Personal Development 

-solving skills 

difficulties 

 

-esteem; gives a sense of self-

satisfaction and self-discipline 

academically challenged students 

-through  

-term 

work on a project 

Provides practice in patience and 

concentration 
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Winter Light Faire 2015 
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Winter Light Faire 2015 


