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Spring Auction Update

Things are rolling along smoothly for the Food for Thought
Spring Benefit Auction coming up on
Saturday, April 16" from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. "If ayoung child has been able, in play, to give
Spice Island Catering, owned by the new-to- | 5 her whole being to the world around her, she
CWS Galardi family, is catering the Auction | || pe able, in the serious tasks of later life, to

with aHors d' ouevres Buffet. devote herself with confidence and power to the

- ) ) service of the world.”
Lots of families have made donations with

entries of a Weekend Getaway to the Beach,
handmade items (scarves, artwork,
photographs, stationary), services of
yardwork, housecleaning, massage, even a
Whitewater kayaking trip.

--Caroline von Heydebrand

. . . _ School Tour
Donations of services and items are still
needed to help fund the wonderful specialty , _ _
offered at CWS. Still looking for folksto _ _
share their musical talents. Come observe the children and teacher during a
typical morning. Discover firsthand what goes on
help in any way, contact Cindy MacNutt- available for conversation and questions.

Kaestner at cindymk@alyrica.net




Book Review
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The Children's Year: Crafts & Clothes for
Children and Parents to Make, by Stephanie
Cooper. $19.95, Hawthorn Press. A large-
sized paperback book containing easy-to-
follow directionsfor 112 crafts. The book is
divided into the four seasons and the projects
correlate with the appropriate season.

From wooly hats to play houses, maobiles or
dolls. Included are designs and patterns for
children®clothing, particularly meant to be
made of natural fabricsto let the child®body
breathe while growing. The authors followed
thiswith an even larger book, entitled "All

Y ear Round". A wonderful resource for our
families.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do Waldorf schools teach reading so
late?

There is evidence that normal, healthy
children who learn to read relatively late are
not disadvantaged by this, but rather are able
quickly to catch up with, and may overtake,
children who have learned to read early.
Additionally, they are much less likely to
develop the “tiredness toward reading” that
many children taught to read at avery early

age experience later on. Instead thereislively
interest in reading and learning that continues

into adulthood. Some children will, out of
themselves, want to learn to read at an early
age. Thisinterest can and should be met, as
long asit comesin fact from the child. Early
imposed formal instruction in reading can be
ahandicap in later years, when enthusiasm
toward reading and learning may begin to
falter.

April 13" Lecture: Mathematics
through the Grades in Waldorf
Schools

Teachers Liz Hartman (2™ grade) and Anais
Alexander (3" grade) will be giving alecture on
April 13 at 7:00 pm. It is free and open to the
general public.

The lecture is meant to take the listener through
the math curriculum, grades 1 through 8, to
experience the unique Waldorf approach to this
subject.

Throughout the grades, children are led to
discover the "magic" that numbers perform. By
leading them through consecutive stepsin the
process, children find mathematical concepts for
themselves.

In the first grade, children discover that
subtraction is just the opposite of addition and in
the upper grades they deduce the Pythagorean
Theorem through practical experimentation.
Active experience, which then can be used to
create abstract concepts, is the method used
throughout the grades.

Mission Statement

Our intention isto educate independent-
thinking people who meet life with
cour age and respond with initiative and
creativity to the needs of the world and
their fellow human beings.




If reading is not pushed, a healthy child will
pick it up quite quickly and easily. Some
Waldorf parents become anxiousif their
childisslow to learn to read. Eventually
these same parents are overjoyed at seeing
their child pick up abook and not put it down
and become from that moment a voracious
reader.

Each child has his or her own optimal time
for “taking off.” Feelings of anxiety and
inferiority may develop in achild who is not
reading as well as her peers. Often this
anxiety is picked up from parents concerned
about the child’ s progress. It isimportant that
parents should deal with their own and their
child’'s apprehensions. Human growth and
development do not occur in alinear fashion,
nor can they be measured. What lives, grows,
and hasits being in human life can only be
grasped with that same human faculty that
can grasp the invisible metamorphic laws of
living nature.

Human growth and development do not
occur in alinear fashion, nor can they be
measured. What lives, grows, and hasits
being in human life can only be grasped with
that same human faculty that can grasp the
invisible metamorphic laws of living nature.

-- From Five Frequently Asked Questions, by Colin
Price from Renewal Magazine, Spring/Summer 2003

National TV Turn-Off Week

Coming Soon - May Faire

An Emerging Culture: Rudolph
Steiner’s Continuing Impact in
the World

Part 3in a Sx-Part Series excerpted from an article
by Christopher Bamford & Eric Utne

Waldorf Schools in North America

Waldorf Education in America developed almost
imperceptibly. The first school was founded in
New York in 1928 and, over the next 20 years,
only six more schools were founded. But
something had germinated and slowly began to
spread. Looking back, the growth was steady .
The number of schools more or less doubled
every decade. The reasons for this success are not
hard to find. Waldorf schools appeal to parents
seeking atruly holistic, child-centered, loving,
artistic, practical, and wonder-filled education.

An Example: The Green Meadow Waldorf School
The Green Meadow Waldorf School in Spring
Valley, New York, founded in 1950, is one of the
oldest Waldorf schoolsin North America. Asyou
approach the wooded suburban enclave you
realize that thisis a different kind of school. The
several buildings are clustered around a
courtyard, forming alittle campus, which in turn
is surrounded by mature oaks and white ash.
Gardens, large climbing logs and stones, and

scul pture abound. Each building hasits own
character and form, yet the entire assemblage
works as awhole. The colors are warm and
natural, not bright. There's no graffiti. The roofs
are shingled and gently sloped. Many of the walls
are set at softer, more oblique angles. Even many
of the windows have their rectangular shapes
softened with another edge, making them five- or
six-sided instead of just four-sided.

There is something peaceful in the air. The
impression intensifies as you enter. Warmth
pervades the space. Y our senses begin to dance.
Beauty, color and natural, flowing forms
surround you. Children’ s paintings adorn the
walls. Muffled sounds filter through the
classroom walls and doors as you walk down a




Music, fun and friends at May Faire 2004

Communication Pledge

We, the Corvallis Waldorf School
Community, will strive to communicate well.

We will involve and inform all who are
affected by a decision.

We will share our own thoughts and feelings,
rather than jumping to conclusions or placing
blame.

We will listen carefully to others and check
to make sure we understand rather than
making judgements.

We will work together with each other’s
suggestions, creating positive solutions and
embracing new ideas.

When we fedl criticized, we will look for
some kernel of truth in the criticism. We will
try to understand the critic' s perspective and
clearly state our own.

We will show our appreciation for others'
communication skills. We will seize the
opportunity to express gratitude, care,
forgiveness and respect for everyone.

corridor. You can hear musical instruments,
singing, children reciting a poem, the calm voice
of aclassteacher. And the smells! Bread baking
in the kindergarten, fragrant plants and non-toxic
paints. When you enter a classroom, the
impression is confirmed — thisis what a school
ought to be. The children are happy, they are
learning, they seem to love their teacher and each
other.

The Green Meadow School is home to a veritable
United Nations of religious diversity. Of the 388
students (K-12) in Green Meadow, more than 60
are of Jewish descent, approximately 25 are the
children of members of the nearby Jerrahi

Islamic Mosque, and the rest some form
Protestant, Catholic, Buddhist, agnostic, atheistic,
and who-knows-what other religious traditions.

Waldorf schools are sometimes assumed to be
Eurocentric because their European origins, yet
the curriculum turns out to have universal appeal,
adapting well in cultures as diverse as the favelas
(slums) of Sao Paolo, Brazil, the black
settlements of South Africa, rural Egypt and
urban Israel, Eastern Europe, India, Southeast
Asia, Australia, Japan, and the Pine Ridge L akota
Indian reservation in South Dakota.

Non-Discriminatory Policy

The Corvallis Waldorf School welcomes
students of all races, religions and national
originsin itsadmissions policy and through

the conduct of its educational programs.

Help make thisa Community Newsletter. Send
any poems, stories, quotes, committee updates,
comments, questions or ideas to Amy Crevola at
amcrevola@yahoo.com







